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GENEVA — Dozens participated in Growth Partnership’s fourth community dashboard 
roundtable Monday at the Spire Institute’s banquet center. 

The summit and presentation by partnership CEO Don Iannone were intended to foster 
a discussion on poverty in the county and how community development could promote 
change. 

According to data Iannone presented poverty is projected to grow 1.3 percent annually 
from 2014, when 21.5 percent of the county’s families were below the federal poverty 
line, to 2020, when the county’s poverty rate is expected to be 24 percent. 

At the same time, the poverty rate will continue a projected downward trend across the 
country. 

Growth Partnership identified several individual and systemic causes of poverty, 
including a poor overall economy and a lack of family support, skilled or educated 
workers or jobs. 

About 6,000 workers have left the county workforce since 2004, due to outmigration 
and employment dropout, the data indicates. About 500 working age people leave the 
county each year. The county lost about 1,900 total jobs between 2004 and 2013. 
Although more than 20,000 jobs were created in that time frame, job loss outpaced it. 



But simply “more jobs” isn’t the panacea, said Randy Jones, executive director of 
United Way of Ashtabula County, one of the roundtable attendees. 

“A lot of people see economic development as, ‘What factory are you going to bring us 
next year?’ ‘What jobs are you going to bring us next year?’” he said. “We’re talking 
long-term and it’s difficult to keep people focused.” 

The partnership seeks to bring a wide range of voices into the mix — community and 
civic leaders, social workers and the younger generation. At the next dashboard 
roundtable, state Rep. John Patterson is expected to release preliminary results of 
surveys submitted by area high schoolers, illustrating their perspectives on the county. 

“It’s really broadening our own personal understanding,” Iannone said. “Collectively, 
it’s always good to have people in the room that bring different points of view. I think 
that was reflected in the comments that we had.” 

Andrew Stanis, 29, is a business major at Kent State Ashtabula who’s set his sights on 
being a local entrepreneur. His professor invited him to the Monday summit, to share a 
next generation viewpoint. 

Near the end of the discussion, Stanis told the group of government officials, 
philanthropists and various professionals — nearly all of whom were far older — he felt 
somewhat out of his element, but he still walked away with a look at real issues facing 
county residents, and an urge to share it. 

Stanis said he returned to his home county from military service, and kept getting the 
same question: “‘Why’d you come back to ‘Bula? You must be crazy.’ 

“Well, this is my home,” he said. “Just because things are bad — you don’t give up. ... 
If I want to inspire people — I don’t know how to inspire them, necessarily, so I come 
here and hear what a lot of good people are saying what the issues are, so I can make 
a change.” 



During a final opinion roundup, the group seemed to agree there is no “silver bullet” for 
the poverty issues facing the county, and Iannone reminded that each realm of the 
community can play a role in reversing it. 

“Economic development does not do enough to reduce the poverty problem, or ensure 
that others are not going to be in poverty in the future,” he said following the 
discussion. “We don’t honor the basic reason why this field was created, which is to 
create broad-based prosperity. 

“It’s not about getting more money to the top 1 or 10 percent — it’s really about how 
we rebuild society in a meaningful way, so people have what they need to lead good 
lives.” 

	


